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SANKOFA DAYS AND OPENING NIGHT GALA --

A NEW GENERATION OF JUNETEENTH TRADITIONS

(Buffalo, NY)  The 29th annual Juneteenth celebration in Buffalo, NY will kick off formally this year with the first Juneteenth Festival Opening Gala, Friday, June 18, 2004 at 7 p.m. at the Langston Hughes Institute, 25 High Street in Buffalo, NY.

The fund raiser for the 30th Anniversary Juneteenth of Buffalo Festival in 2005 tentatively includes performances by the African American Cultural Center Dance and Drum Performance Company, the Colored Musicians Club, Muhammad School of Music, poets Quadir Habeeb (“Q” aka The Poet) and Carol Salter, Soulmusicredemption, The Old School B-Boys and Gospel Tornadoes.  There also will be specialty vendors and a buffet of Caribbean, African and African American soul food.  

Sister Donna Wilson Habeeb will be the host.  Marcus O. Brown, who has served as president of the Juneteenth of Buffalo board for the past 10 years, will deliver the keynote message. African or Afro-Centric attire is requested. 

In addition to opening the nation’s third largest Juneteenth celebration -- Buffalo follows Galveston, TX and Indianapolis, IN, respectively, in size -- the June 18 jubilee will culminate a week of Pre-Festival programming that begins June 12.

Dubbed “Sankofa Days” and inspired by the post-Christmas Kwanzaa celebration founded by Maulana Karenga, the focus is on taking the Juneteenth of Buffalo tradition from “education to celebration.”  Sankofa is a West African adinkra symbol that translates loosely to “go and fetch it” -- you must learn from your past.

--  more –

The six-night Sankofa Days program, which includes cultural presentations, poetry readings, youth forums and panel discussions on issues of concern to the African American community, was conceived and organized by the Juneteenth Festival Arts and Cultural Committee.

“We wanted to get people prepared for Juneteenth, and to make a way to honor our ancestors from the past to the future,” said El Davis, chair of the committee and owner of El-D Productions, an alcohol and drug-free entertainment group.

A large part of the 18-member 2004 Juneteenth Arts and Cultural Committee is comprised of young Buffalonians who have been raised on the Juneteenth Festival tradition and have definite visions for carrying it forward.   

“We had decided it was important for us to also educate our people, especially in these times, so we understand our position, and what has been our past here in the Americas,” said committee member Ras Jomo Akono, who is largely responsible for the Sankofa Days concept.

Akono, who hosts a weekly radio show on 1120 AM, has been a part of Juneteenth for most of his life -- either attending as a child or presenting through Project Access to A Free Ka, his own cultural communications and arts project.  This is the first time he has been a part of the planning.  

“I don’t really know that we understand that we were actually stolen and kidnapped from Africa,” Akono said.  He hopes the Sankofa Days component will be a way to help people better understand the American history behind the celebration of Junteenth.

Tickets for the Juneteenth Festival Opening Night Gala are $15 per person and $25 per couple.  They are available at Langston Hughes Institute, 25 High Street; Doris Records at the corner of Jefferson and Ferry, The Challenger office at 108 Sycamore; or by calling Juneteenth Headquarters at [716] 891-8801.
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